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the condition oStheir existence. Tliey
must rule themselys or perish. Every
colony in the world were African

ity, prevents its restoration to its iotegi
rity. Throughout the northern States
there hai" been no indication of any
change in their policy. Onthecontras
ry, against tm South is greater in the
present Congress than in tbe last; fol-

lowing the usual course; of every sue- - ''

cessive election for ,year8'past. Nof
have we seen in the action of the Slates
with few exceptions, any,? proof of a
returning sense of Justice to us, ot of
reverence for the constitution Sever-
al of them, lest false inferences might
be drawn as to there position,' have
taken care lately to reiterate in the .

'
most offensive fornjs their former de
claratipns against our rights) and when
a great .Senator, representing one of
them, anxious for the--, perpetuation of

important elements of politics in the
Union. Thus an institution, belonging
to the sou thern States exclusively, was
wrested from their exclusive control
and instead of that protection whfch is
the great object, of atl governments, and
which the constitution of the United
Statea guarantees' to all the States and
institutions, the northern States and
Congress under their control, combin-
ed together, to assail and destroy slave-
ry in the SoutfiriTH BCtuthern States
did nothing to vindicate their rights and
arrest this course of, things.Tbe Mex-
ican war broke oat and instead of that
patriotic cosoperation of all sectious
of th union, which would have taken
place in the belter days of the Repub-
lic to bring it to a just and honorable
conclusion, in the very first appropri-
ation bill to carry it on, the North en-

deavored to thrusf the suoject of slave-

ry. Thougliout the war, they kept up
the agitation; thus clearly manifesting
their determination that the general
government, in none of its operations,
internal or external, shall be exempt
from the introduction of this danger-
ous subject. The war closed with
honor; and immense territory was.ad-de- d

to the United Slates. Their pre
vious threats' were realized: and the

States immediately
claim the right to exclude the people
of the southern States from all the ter-

ritory acquired, and to appropriate it
to themselves. If this pretension

from a mere lust of power, it
would be hard to bear the superiority

the Union, has ventured to advocate'
something of justice to the South, ho ,
has been rebuked by tbe Legislature
of the State he represents, and virtual
ly denounced for his fidelity to the con-

stitution. This resource then; under
the ordinary operations of the consti
tution, is of no avail. And how is It
with the present Congress, the only
other.srutrce or redress in the usual ad
ministration of the constitution? For
six months it has been jn session, and
during this whole period of tirrre slave-

ry has been 'foe absoibing topic of dis-

cussion and agitation. Yet nothing
has been done to heal the discontents
which so justly exist in the .South, or
restore a bleeding constitution. All
we have received have been bitter de-

nunciations of our Institutions by many
members of Congress, and threats to
coerce us into submission.,,: Although
nothing has been done, a report has
been made in the Senate by a commit,
tee of thirteen1 members which is now
pending in that body; and as the mea
sures it proposes have been pressed
upon the South as worthy of her accep-
tance, we. deem it proper to lay before 1

you a brief consideration of the matters
it contains. ; , , i

give up all your territories to swell
northern arrogance and predominance

would things slop theref - I bese are
all means aiming'at one great end
the abolition of slavery in the States.
Surrendering one of these means you
wil) but inflame the bower by which
another will be exacted--andwhe- n all
are conquered, will the evil be arrested?
In fifty years, twenty new

j States- - tay !be aeWod t the
Union, whilst some which, tire now
slaveholdmg, may become nonlave-holdin- g

States. There then, will be
no.naedas now, openly to put aside
th$cqnslitut.ion to reach their object.
If they will design to do it, the

States will.then have the
power by two thirds in Cougresss and
three fourths of the Stales to amend
the constitijlion; and then have its ex-

press sanction to consumate their poli-

cy: Your condition is progressive.
f If from the past transaction we have
narrated, we learn our condition in the
Union they teach us "also that out-pas- t

policy of non action and submis-
sion to aggression cannot bring us

peace and safety. When the doors of
Congress were thrown open to agita
tion on the subject of slavery, if the
soutliarn States had moved with ener-

gy to avert a state qf things unconstitu-
tional itself, and surely tending to
bring the slaveholdmg and

Slates into collision although
late, it migjit not have been too. rate-t- o

stop subsequent encroaebmeuts upon
our rights. But the southern States
were passive, and their forbearance
nas nan eneqiot inspiring tne ixortnern

I '. L .1-- - II-- .
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people wiiii me ueoei, euuer tan we
value a union with them more than
we value the institution of slavery
or that we dare not mcve from a
Conscious inability to protect ourselves,
You have ungenerously stood still,
whilst our sur porters and the defenders
of the constitution in the northern States
in their efforts to piotect. you from the

agitations ot slavery m Congress, have
beeri' poiiucaliy anmhilated or .have
turned your toes. It oil have tamely
acquiesced until, to hate and perse-
cute the sbuin has become a high pass-

port to honor and power in the Union,
You have unwisely stod still, whilst
year after year the volume of afiti-slav- e.

ry policy and sympathy has swollen in-

to unanimity throughout all the
States, and the section

of the Union now face each other in

stern collission. You have waitad, uu-t- il

the constitution of tho United States
is in danger of being abolished
or of becoming what the majority in
Consress think nroner to make it.
That great principle on which our sys-

tem of free government rest of so di-

viding t'ie powers of government
that to a common rrcvernmeiit, only
those powers should be granted, which
mast affect all the peop le composing
it, equally in their operation whilst
all powers oyfr all interests local or
sectional, should be reserved to local or
sectional governments is in dagger of

beinguprooted from their constitution.
Local and sectional interests absorb
the time and business of congress and
thus a sectional despotism, totally irres
ponsible to the people ot the south
constituted or the representatives in

Congress from the
Slates ignorant of our feelings, con-

dition and institutions-'-reign- s at
WaBhiington. $These are the fruits of

your past forbearance and submission

If we look into the nature of things
such results will not seem to be either
new or stranse. There is bntone con
dition, in which one people can be safe
under the dominion ol another people
and that isvhen their interest are en-

tirely idontical. Then, the dominant
cannot oppress the subjects people
without oppressing themselves. The
idenity of interest between thorn, is the
security fofriffht government. But as
this identity can scarcely ever exist
between any two people, history bears
but one testimony as the late ot a sub
ject people. They have always been

compelled to minister to the prosperi-
ty and Bgra"hdizement of thuir masters
It this has always been the case under
the ordinary difference ct interests and
feelings which exist between btates,
how much more cerfaihly must the ce

of history be realized between
the people of the northern and south
ern btates. Here is a difference of
climate and productions throughout a

territory stretching along tbe whole
belt of the temperate zone, affecting
the pursuits and characters of the peo-pi- e It

inhabiting it. But tbe great dif-

ference the one great difference the

greatest which can exist among a peo
ple, is the institution of slavery, i nis
alone sets apart the southern States as
a peculiar people with whom inde-

pendence as to their internal policy, is

To the people oj Maryland,, Virginia,
Aqrth Carolina, boulli Carolina,
Georgia Florida, Alabama, Tennea- -

tee, Kentucky, Lousiana Texas MU
touri Mississippi and Arkansas.

Fellow Citizens. In obedience to
the commands of those we represent,
we have as9embted together to confer
with, each ether. concerning your rela- -,

nun wmi ine general governmunj, ana
the states Of the Un
ien, on the subject of the institution of
slavery. We deem it proper to lay
before you as biierly as the subiect
permits, the result of our deliberation
and counsel. '

In order that your condition maybe
understood, and the conclusions at
which we have arrived be justly appre
ciated. it is necessary briefly to,refer
to a few past transactions.

It is now sixteen years since the ins
stitution ot slavery in the ' south began
to be agitated in Congress and assailed
bv our sistea. States. Up to thlit time
the people of the Northern States seem
to have respected the right leserved to
the Southern btates by the constitution
and to have acted under the conviction
that the subject of slavery being be-

yond the legislation of Congress, all
aeritation with respect to a on the

part of Congress was equally forbid-

den by the constitution. But at this
lime portion of the people of the
North began to assail in Congress, the
insfTtution of slavery, and to accorrf-plis-h

their object ofdragging it into the
vortex of Congressional agitation, they
claimed the right of petitioning Con-

gress upon all subjects whatsoever

As a petitien is only the first step
in legislation, it wasclear that a right
to petition a legislative body, must be
limited by its powers of legislation.
No one can have aright to aslt ot an-

other to do that which he has no mor-

al or legal right to ilo. Nor can any
tribunal have tfie power to receive and
ctmsiiler any tvOiiner . beyond,. ilsJ
jurisdiction. The claim therefore to

present petitions to Oongress on the
subject of slavery, was considered by
he southern Representatives getier ally
as an attempt indirectly, to assume

jurisdiction over the subject itself, in
all parts of the Uuiou. The object,
without disguise, was tbe overthrow
of slavery in the States; but our assail-

ants framed the petitions presented,
chiefly againsslaveiy in the Distiict of

. .1 I ' !

v;oiumoia anu our lerruones, hiiu
what they cull the internal slave

trade that is, the trai amission of
slaves from one southern Swito to an-

other. Conscious of the fatal tendency
of the agitation of slavery in Congress
to destroy the peace and stability of the
Union, an efjort was made, supported
by a large portion of the northern rep-
resentatives, to suppress it by a rule in
thehouse.of Representatives, which
provided that all petitions on the sub

ject of slavery, should be neither con
sidered printed or referred, this rule
was assailed by the people of the
northern States as violating that clause
of the constitution which prohibits Con

gress Horn pasing laws to prevent the

people r.rom peaceably assembling and
and petitioning fr a redress of griev
ances. In December, 1844, this rule
fell before the almost unanimous voice
nfthe North; and thus the unlimited
power of introducing ntid considering
the subject of slavery in Congress, was
asserted. In the mean time the course
of the northern people showed clearly
that the agitation ot slavery in Con-

gress was only one of the means they
relied ori to overthrow this institution

throughout the Union. Newspapers
were set up amongst them, and lec-

turers were hired to go abroad to ex-

cite them against slavery in the soulh- -

errj States- - Organizations were form-
ed to carry oft' slaves from the South,
anh to protect them by violence trom

recapture. Although, the constitucin
reqniers that fugitive slaves like fu

gilives from justice, should be render-
ed up by the States to which they may
have fled, the legislatures of almost

every Northern Sute, faithless to this

treaty stipulation between the States

passed laws designed and calculated

entirely to defeat this provision of the
constitution, wjlhout which the Union
would have never existed, and by these
laws virtually nulified the act of 1794

passed by Congress to aid its enforces
ment. Not corftent with the 'agitation
of slavery in political circles, the north-

ern people forcecT it also into the re-

ligious associations' extending: over the
Union, and produced a separation of
the Methodist and Bap'tiaJ; churches.
The result of these various methods of

assailing slavery in the Southern States
was thaf it became the grand topic of
interest and discussion in Congres and

qut of Congres, and one of the most
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POLITICAL SUMMARY.
j Massachusetts.

s of Boston is nearly
lompleied. The Traveller says from

Lesent appearances, it is probable
;hat the increase of population is not

o lare as many have supposed, and
..:n reach over 14U.UUU. 1 110

Lpulationof several cities and towns

I this State has recently been ascers
lined by the local authorities. Lowell
I found to contain 32,620 inhabitant?;
flewburypo'rl, 9534; and' Roxbury,
8,300,, Returns of the election from

111 the towns in the fourth District,

accept two show that there has been
iiathor failure to elect a member of

Talfrey (Free Soil) leads
SMgress. ( Whig) S90, and lacks 493 of

. A dispatch from Boston

tyslhat Thompson is doubtless elected
I congress In the Fourth District.
jomplele returns of the recent elec-

ta in the fourth. District show that
falfrey falls short of an election just
fO votes. At the March trial, (when
Democratic as well as a Whig can-fila- te

ran,) Palfrey lacked 2694 voles

(being

elected.
Connecticut:

Stale Senate has adopted, by
.unanimous vole, the report of the

jjmmiiloe on constitutional a,n(eiut-fen- ts,

in favor of calling a convention
I Hartford, in October, 1851, to

the State constitution. It. is
Ipected that the measure will pass
is House as there appears to be a gen-a- l

desire for a new constitution.
I the legislature, on the 29ih ult., five

ffectual attempts were made to elect
Ignited States Senator, to succeed
jr. Baldwin, whose term will expire
I the fourth of March next. "On the

h "ballot the - vote stood Toucy,
?em)96j B aid win, (Whig) 93 Niles,
free Soil) 17, Cleveland, (F. S. D.) 8;

fapman, (Whig) 2; Ingham, 3; Fur.
ft balloting was then postponed until

3(inst,
i Indiana
Governor Crittenden of Kentucky'
ived at IndTanapolis on the 83th ult.,la visit to Governor Wright. He

is received at the depot by a large
jncourse of citizens and escorted to
J'fernor Wrieht's reairlRm-p- . A

feting was tote held next day in the
into H.,- - o r - -r. """ao square ior me purpose ot

fng expression to the attachment
I people of Indiana have for the
fion of the States, and then and there
fvernor Crittenden was to be introdu
fH Governor Wright to the assen..

d citizens.
1 '

Kentucky

j he official returns of the vote for
f against the new constitution show
f following result: For, 71,653;

'"r tb8 adop.
SK6 W,ion' 51.251,-Col- -Wi

!Hohn written

states that he will be a candidate

lkehisl-.t- o
"

. i... Vermont .,

Cii f'.8 ?ta,e convention, for the
im!t- - """'natipga State ticket

8,?th preparations for the

Cf,?tobe held
July.

. 'New Hampshire
the

C!iiterT,,a' been Pertained
: J..', ' Last year the popula.

4, 542. Decrease 108.
K . Missouri. . i , -

cn;e"t?on as the Whig candidate
gress ,nfl,e First District. --

Wt Vylwnia.
IC Morrison. f Montgomery;
i?omm?tedbylheSt"e

in? "n for Canal commis-3lo- t
wanominatadonihe26th

i ' - i' ; '

ti . . Texast

W0",' to the nieetiugof the leg.
B.tL "Umber f aunties jn

aeventy-nif- i It is now
of A, creaon or the coun-- r

UelL l . t?t. .. .

Moor raso' alls, Km- -

Snitv tt T80' Presidio, Tarrant,

This Report embraces fou? distinct
measures 1st the admission of Call
fornia as a State; with the exclusion of-f.- '

slavery in her constitution. 2d. The
Territorial Governments to be erected
over the territories of Utah and New
Mexico, with nearly one half of Texas
to be added to the latter.

(
3rd. The;

prohibition of the slave trade in the
District of Colombia, and 4th. provisi-
ons for the recapture of fugitive slave
in States. To under-
stand whether these measures are con-

sistent with our rights and worthy of
our acceptance, each of them mustfbe
considered separately. ,

The South is excluded by ihebill
from the whole of that part of Califor-
nia lying on the Pacific, including one,
hundred and fifty thousand square)
miles of territory; and if this is done by
the legislation of Congress the mode j

in which it is done is of no importance '

California belongs to tho United Statea
and all action by the individuals in that!

territory: whether from the United

slavery, existed, with one exception,has been destroyed; and if this has been
the case under the old and etTete gov-
ernments of Europe, jwili it not pre- -

m ine "omtnwn of the restless
people ot the Northern Statest Theydo not practically recogniiq, the infer:
iorty of the African tn ihn Cniirnainn
faces." They d.j iuit reafize. because
the circumstances of their oondition
do not compel! therfi to realize the im-

possibility of an amalgamation between
the races. Exempt from the institu-
tion of slavery it is not surprising .that
their sympathies should be against us,
whilst the dogma on which they profess
to bnild their system of Free governv
ment the absolute rule of the majority
leaves no barrier to their power in the
affairs of the general government and
Jeads them to its consolidation. Re
ligion too, false or real-fir- es their en-
thusiasm against an institution, which
many of its professors believed to be in
consistent with ijs principles and ;pre- -

tcfuti. io expect lornearance . trom
such a people' finder such circumstan-
ces, towards the institution of slavery
is manifestly vain. If they have been
false to the compact made with us in
the constitution, and have allowed pas
sion ana prejudice to master reason
they have only, exemplified ' the fratl-t- y

and fallibility of our nature, whicli
has produced the necessity of all gov-
ernments, and which if unchecked, ever
produces wrong. Institution of slaves
ry having once entered the noDular
mina ot the
! . . ! 1

nonnslaveholdinjr
. , .

States.
. .

ior action and control, the rest is me
vitable. If unrestrained by us they will
be pwept trom the broad and fertile
South. The nature of things therefore
independent of experience, teaches 41s
that there can be no safety in submis-
sion.

To submit to evils, however great
wfcile thev are endurable' is the dispo
sition of. every people especially of
an agricultural people, living apart, and
having no association in their persuits.
and not alone with those who have th
power or the will to destroy it. A mis
nbnty, by submission, may as much
betray the constitution, as the majority
by aggression. The constitution does
not protect a majority; fot they have
all the powers ot th

r government in
their hands and can protect themselves
1 he limitations of a constitution are d

signed to protect the minority those
who have no power, against those wh
have it. Hence, the great motive and
duly ot is peculiar to
minority, independent of that faitti to
the constitution wh ch they owe in com
mon with the maionty- - lhey must
pratect themselves, and protect th
constitution, and if they fail in this
double duty, they are at least ascul
pable as those who, in aggressing upo
their rights overthrow the constitution
And the public opinion of the world
is in conformity with these vievvsj
1 he oppressor is hated but the r,

sistingly oppressed is despized. More
respect follows the tyrant than the
slave who submits to his power. The
southern States therefore although a

majorityre not exempt from the re
spunsibility f preserving the constitu
tion and in preserving it to protect
them- - selves.

In what way Shall they preserve the
constitution and prelect themselves

As a general rule, it is undoubtedly
true, that when, in a government like
ours a constitution is violated by a ma

jonty, who alone can violate it in mat
ters of legislation, it cannot be restored
to us integrity through the ordinary
means of the government: for these
means, being under the control of the

majority ,!"are not available td the ma
lority, It is tor this reason, that lie
quent elections ot our rulers take place
111 our system ot free government, in
order that the people,' by there direct
intervention, may change the majority
But this resource cannot avail us in the
violations of the constitution, which
now press and harass the South. By
changing their representatives, how
can the people of the South affect the
majority in Congress and restore the
constitution? Their Representatives are
true; ana nave done all that men can
do, to preserve the constitution from
the aggressions ,of the majority. Re
moving them, and putting other

in Congress, could have
no effect in restoring the constitution.

has been broken by the representa-
tives of. the people of the ' northern
States,' who sustain them in their vio-

lations of the constitution. It is clear to
that the ballot-bo- in the South ti pow-
erless for its protection. And the same
causes which induce the violations of of
the Constitution by the northern major- -

and mastery it implies. It would de
grade the southern Slates from being
the equals of the northern States, to a
position ot colonial inferiority. But
when your exclusion is not from a me re
lust of power, but is only a further
step in the progress of things aiming
at the abolition of slavery in the State
by tne extension and multiplication of

Stales in the Union,
the pretension is seen to be as alarm-- ,

ing as it is itisulting. The southern
Slates, in their legislatures, set forth
witn groat anatrtrnity tho rights in our;
tcrriun res belonging to them in com-

mon with the northern States and de-

termination to maintain them; and find-

ing in the northern States no disposi-
tion to abate, their demands the cons
veution in winch we are assembled,
has been brought together to take coun
sel as to the course the southern States
ehould pursue, for the maintenance of

their, rights, liberty and honor.

Such is a brief, but imperfect state
ment of past transactions: and they
force upon us the question, in what
condition do they place the southern
States? And hist, what is their con
dilion in Congress? The time was
when our representatives in Congress
were neii her offered nor would they en-

dure, reproach, in your behalf. But for

many years past they have ncaru you
intCongress habitually required by the
most opprobrious epithets, on account
of the institution of slavery. If their
spirits are yet unbroken, they must be
chilled by a sensa ot numuauon anue
insults they daily receive as your rep
resentatives. You are arraigned as

criminals. Slavery is dragged into

every debate, and Congress has be
come litlle else, than a grand instru
merits in the hands of abolitionist to
dearade and ruin the south. Instead of
Deace aud nrotection. asrcression, and"

insult on the south characterize its

proceedings and councils. And what
is your condition with respect to your
sister States? Where is that .respect
and comity which (due from all nations
toward each other) is more especially
due from States bound togetherMn a

confederacy and which was once diss

played in all their- intercourse" in-

stead of respect and sympathy den-

unciation and hostility, on account of

your institution of slavery, have for

years past characterized the communi-
cations fiddressed to you by the north-

ern States. And what is your condi
tion ' in the Union? The non-slave- s

holding Statds sjiand combined, not on-

ly to wrest from you your common

property, but to place upon your front
Uie brand of inferiority. You are not
to extend, on iaccounl,.of your institu-
tions.' but thev are to increase and
mnlt.irilv. that tbe sbamo and sin of

slavery, may by their philanthropic
be extinguished from amongst

you. But the Tvorst feature of your
condition is. that it is progressive.
As low an humilating as it now may be

it is destined; if not arrested to 'a lower

deep."- - Every effect is a cause; and

the spirit of fanaticism brooks no delay
jn the progress it creates.; If you were

to yield every thing the north now re'

quires abolish slavery in me aesu iu
of Uolurabia sunmit io ue iegisia.ou
pirates for conveying slaves from one

another let trial by jury and the writ

of Habeas Coipus wrest from you in

States or from tbe rest of the world,
appropriating the soil to themselves or
erecting a government over it, is of no
validity. They constitute ft people in.
no proper sense of the term) but are; f

citizens of the States or countries from
which they have come, and to which

they still owe their allegiance. When
therefore Congress attempts to carry
out and conjiim the acts of these indi-

viduals, erecting California into a state
and excluding slavery therefrom, it is
the same thing as if Congress had orig- - ,

inally passed a law to this effect, with
out the intervention of those individu
als. The exclusion of slavery front
California is done by the act of Con- -

grass, and by no other authority, Tho
constitution of California; and the WiU
mot proviso it contains, is the Wllmot
proviso passed and enforced by the le-

gislation of Congress. Here then, isi

that exclusion from this territory by lhe
act of Congress, which almost every
soutrrerri State irt the Uniori'has declar- -
ed she would not submit to, plainljr
andpraclically enforced by this bill. --

A free people cannot be satisfied with-- '
ihe motle in which they are deprived of
their rights. A. sovereign State will
disdain to inquire in what trrahne she
is stripped of her property,' and de

graded from an equality with her s is ,
ter States . It is enough, that,' the 011U .

"

rage is done. ,The mode is of little ,'

consequence'. There is therefore iri
te mode of extending the Wilmot '. ;

proviso over the territory of California

presented by the bill, nothing to mi

tigateihe indignation of the southern. (;

States,' or to baflle their determination' f"

redress the wroog, if inflicted. They
are excluded from the whole territory '

California, a territory exteDsivsi

enough to contain four large States.'1 ',uci ooa ana worth,
; 1


